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The elves’ work was done for the year and 
they were tired. They were too tired to put 
up their own tree on Christmas Eve. 


They knew Santa would be disappointed 
when he returned, but they had barely 
finished the last sleighload of toys. 
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“How about...a wreath?” yawned Chief EIf. 
The truck-making elf just snored. T 
The dollmaker tucked a doll pillow under 
her head and sighed. 


The other elves blinked and shrugged. 
The last few nights they had even made 
toys in their dreams! 
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Chief Elf gathered his last bit of energy 
to make a wreath from scraps of workshop 
materials, pine boughs, a berry or two and 
a leftover candy cane. 


Even the wreath looked tired. 


ጮ 

رد 
A‏ 
AY‏ 


qt 
22 
207 0 ፊም 
አእ ኤኤን 
ل كم‎ p? 


ጓይ መ 
"HA 
کک‎ 


d ሻህ 
V 
e © 


^ 


እኤ 
ዳ v 


A SN XE se TR See جات مت ون سے ےب بس سا يعد سد یھ سم‎ 
BD SSDS i DIN HI ہے‎ 
TESA ሃሪ Lh LEK eRe ا۰ء ےہ‎ ዴማ ቅ ያሻ 2 ۵ ۲ 

LEER ۹‏ رص سب نج >> WS;‏ 


نے 
ኣም ም ፒያ.‏ 
a‏ 


pe 
Yon! 


جم 
4 روا 


P. 


ቅ 





PPA SN 


እ‏ یٹ یی 
rT ORA 4 23 7‏ > 


—— ፖ S LS 





عليه 


nr يي‎ ኣ > ነ! / ንያ z 






As he hung the wreath on the worksho 
door, Chief Elf said to himself, “Oh well. 
It’s the thought that counts.” 
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Late that night a hungry polar bear smelled 
the pine boughs and peppermint and thought 
of food. She followed the scent to the door 
where the wreath hung. | 


1 As the polar bear rose up on her hind legs 
to take the candy cane, she bumped the 

wreath, which fell off its hook and slipped | 
over her head. 
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She lumbered across the ice and dove to 
the bottom of the bay through golden Kelp 
and glistening seaweed. = 


Still the wreath did not come off. Instead, 
it collected strands of seaweed and sea 1 
flowers, and a small silver fish got tangled شەر ر‎ 
in the bough! FN 
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Each time she came out of the water to 
breathe, the arctic air froze the water on ; 
the wreath. Layers of ice were added, “一 
trapping underwater sea life in each layer. d 
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p Soon the polar bear grew tired... 
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In desperation she went back to the 1 
workshop door and stretched up, A 
scratching the wreath against the door. P 


Remarkably, the hook that Chief EIf had | 
used caught the ice on the wreath, and _ 
the polar bear was free. eae 
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- As Santa and the reindeer drew closer 
to the workshop, they stared in wonder 
atwhattheysaw. . ۰ - - . 

` On the ከህበ፪ 8 ክበር2[ከ . 
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The familiar jingle of reindeer bells woke 
the elves. They were still half asleep as 
they stumbled out to greet Santa. They, 
too, were amazed to see the wondrous 
creation on their workshop door. 


The elves looked at each other in 
surprise when Santa thanked them for 
the beautiful wreath. 
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They'd created a jewel-like Christmas 
wreath? An ice sculpture? How and 
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— 7. when had they done that? 
^ ' The Chief Elf stroked his beard. How 局 
ih ans had his tired wreath become so glorious, 
he wondered? He remembered putting 
out a scraggly, little... well, mess. 


He smiled as he gazed at the 
icy beauty, wondering about 
miracles and Christmas Eve. 
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